Traditional Native Ways Alive and Well in "A-sig-a-ning" (Michigan)
Odawa War and Peace Chief Writes Book, Prtes ative Cultural Revival

Ny

= by Nigwagun

I first met Mack-a-da Ming-giss-was
(Black Eagle), who is familiarly known as
Pine, in 1987g while in a
Michigan walk for global nuclear
disarmament. Co was a frequent walk
participant who, in a quict and patient
way, worked 10 establish wider and deeper

that lacks basic respect for people or for
the rest of nature. Their very existence
tells us that we lack a sense of connection
with the processes that have long

"In our Wa-wa-na [Real or
Traditional] way of life, we
do not break our lives into
little pieces, with one piece
for spiritual things, another

iece for business, another
or education, and another

of the Odawa” says, “...it is time 10 make
known the truth.” Much
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strengths that all our traditions have o
offer in order 10 heal our human race and
protect the planct.

Pine’s first acknowledgement of
support, before the “Thousands and
thousands of people [who) supporied my
cfforts and encouraged me.... ", is 10 Gi-iji-
shi Min-ni-do (The Great Spirit), “who
watches over all of us, gives us all good
things, and made it possible for me o0
wrile this book "

Pinc's conclusions are grounded in

or Traditional) way of life, we do not
break our lives into little pieces, with one
piece for spiritual things, another piece for
business, another for education, and
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An increasing number
Americans have become aware that “The
Great Law of Peace”, especially as
developed and practiced by the
Haudenosaunce [Iroquois] Confederacy,
served as an important part of the basis for
the formation of the USA Government.
Pine writes, “All Anishinaayba [Native
American) Law is based on the Great Law

could not agree on a solution, the matier
was taken up at a Council. All of the
people with an interest in the matter had
their say, and the matier was discussed
until a solution was found which was
agreeable 10 all.”

*Those of us who have leamned the
benefits of working consensually may
relate o Pine's criticism of the
“democratic” process: “Matters settled by a
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majonty vote are never truly setthed. They
Crop up agan and agan because all of the
people who had an interest in the maticr
did not agree with the decision. Ofien as
many as 49% of the people do not agree
with the ‘majority’, and they will pat all
In the long run, more time and cffon s
roquired 10 scitie these problems over and
over again than what it would have wken
10 reach a unanamous agreement the firs

“The Anishinaayba Law was oy
designed 10 provide onc way of justice for
the nch, and a different kind of justice for
the poor - all wrong doers had 10 face the
council and make amends acconding 10 the
same system of justice. There was no
such thing as plca-bargaining|:] the full
truth about the matter was brought oot &
the Council, and everyone was free 10
speak about it openly. The final decision
was also made openly, so all the people
knew the true story, and were satisfied
with the solution ™

(see “Nat'ea®, p &)










